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terminology for institutions and practices in early Islam underwent a transformation to solidify 
Islam’s ideological foundations. 

Donner was also engaged in the normal chores of being external reviewer for tenure or 
promotion decision for several universities (including Princeton and Smith College), reviewing 
article drafts for journals and book drafts for publishers, and of course reading many, many dis-
sertation chapters for some of the twenty students on whose dissertation committees he serves. 

Donner’s book Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam (Harvard University 
Press) finally appeared in early May and has attracted a modicum of public notice, including 
a very favorable review in the New York Times Book Review (Sunday, June 27, 2010). After 
so many years working on this book, the positive response has been most gratifying. This year 
also saw the appearance of his article “Umayyad Efforts at Legitimation: The Umayyads’ Silent 
Heritage,” in Umayyad Legacies/Heritages Omeyyades, edited by A. Borrut and P. M. Cobb 
(Leiden: E. J. Brill).

——————————

François Gaudard 

François Gaudard completed his fifteenth year in the Oriental Institute scholarly community, 
and he continued to work on the Chicago Demotic Dictionary (CDD; see separate report). He 
spent a very productive year, which included his participation in conferences and various pub-
lication projects.

On behalf of the Chicago Demotic Dictionary, François attended the sixth Demotic Sum-
mer School, held in Heidelberg, from August 23 to 26, 2009, where he gave three presentations 
about the CDD “Problematic Entries” files, in order to get input from international colleagues. 
François also continued to collaborate with Sofía Torallas Tovar and Raquel Martín Hernández 
as an editor of the Mummy Label Database (MLD; see separate report).

During the year, two of François’ articles and one of his book reviews were published, 
namely, “Le P. Berlin 8278 et ses fragments: Un «nouveau» texte démotique comprenant des 
noms de lettres,” in Verba manent: Recueil d’études dédiées à Dimitri Meeks par ses collègues et 
amis, edited by I. Régen and F. Servajean, pp. 165–69 (Two volumes; Cahiers Égypte Nilotique 
et Méditerranéenne 2; Montpellier: Université Paul Valéry, 2009); with Janet H. Johnson, “Six 
Stone Mummy Labels in the Oriental Institute Museum,” in Honi soit qui mal y pense: Studien 
zum pharaonischen, griechisch-römischen und spätantiken Ägypten zu Ehren von Heinz-Josef 
Thissen, edited by H. Knuf, Chr. Leitz, and D. von Recklinghausen, pp. 193–209 (Orientalia 
Lovaniensia Analecta 194; Leuven and Walpole: Peeters, 2010); review of Les Architraves du 
temple d’Esna: Paléographie, by Dimitri Meeks, Journal of Near Eastern Studies 69/1 (2010): 
133–34. 

In the spring, François was asked to contribute two articles for the catalog of the next 
Oriental Institute’s exhibition, curated by Christopher Woods, and whose theme deals with the 
origins of writing. The first article, entitled “Ptolemaic Hieroglyphs,” describes the specificity 
and peculiarities of this script. The second consists of the edition of a still unpublished fragment 
of a funerary shroud from the Greco-Roman period, whose provenance has been identified by 
François as being Dendera. François will also publish two other related shroud fragments from 
the Oriental Institute’s collections.
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In addition, François is currently preparing an article to be published in a festschrift honor-
ing a colleague. He also continued to work on several other publication projects such as a still 
unknown Late Ramesside letter (for details on this project, readers can consult the 2008–2009 
Annual Report), a Demotic priestly taxation list, a major copy of The Book of the Dead from the 
Ptolemaic period, and two fragments of The Book of the Dead from the Late Period, as well as 
various Coptic texts and mummy labels.

——————————

McGuire Gibson

Besides his involvement with the Nippur Publication Project, McGuire Gibson continued to 
work on another publication project with Dr. Mark Altaweel, a graduate of our Department of 
Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations. By Internet, Gibson and Altaweel keep in touch with 
a group of Iraqi archaeologists who are the authors of manuscripts on excavations carried out 
by Iraqis over the past forty years. Iraq has had a vibrant antiquities service since the 1920s, and 
Iraqis have administered it since 1932. While welcoming foreign expeditions, even during the 
period of the Sanctions of the 1990s, when other governments prevented most foreigners from 
working in the country, the Iraqis have carried out their own continuing program of excavations 
and salvage operations, which were routinely published in the official journal Sumer. The pub-
lication of Sumer was badly affected by the Sanctions, due not only to lack of funds but also to 
the fact that paper, ink, computer supplies, and other necessities for printing books were included 
on the absurd Sanctions list. The journal fell far behind and could be published only sporadically 
until recently. The looting of the Iraq Museum and the offices of the antiquities service, which 
are in the same building complex, resulted in the loss or partial destruction of manuscripts that 
were ready to go to press. The current project, which is now in its fourth and final year, allows 
the Iraqi authors to reconstruct their reports in Arabic so that Altaweel can translate them into 
English. Alexandra Witsell redraws the figures and enhances photographs, then formats the 
plates. Benjamin Studevent-Hickman reads any cuneiform inscriptions that occur. Gibson edits 
the manuscripts in consultation with the authors and Altaweel. Then the reports are published in 
international journals. With initial funding from the National Endowment for the Humanities, 
and another from the U.S. State Department, they have been able to set up collaborations with 
a total of six Iraqi colleagues. The result of the collaboration has been two articles published in 
the British journal Iraq on surface reconnaissance and soundings in the north of Iraq; one on 
an important prehistoric site south of ancient Assur, soon to appear as a chapter in a German 
book; one long report on Tell al-Wilaya, near Kut in southern Iraq, published in two issues of 
the Belgian journal Akkadica; and another important report in Akkadica concerning a newly ex-
cavated site near Amara, which can now be identified as the ancient city of Pashime. Gibson and 
Altaweel are meeting the Iraqi colleagues in Istanbul for a week in July 2010 to check the final 
manuscripts of a book-length report on Tell Asmar, ancient Eshnunna, a site that was previously 
excavated by the Oriental Institute in the 1930s; another manuscript on Tell Muqtadiya, which is 
also in the Diyala region north of Tell Asmar; and yet another on Tell Muhammad, a site within 
the southeastern part of modern Baghdad. They also have a manuscript on the site of Tell Shmid, 
one of the mounds in the south of Iraq that was the subject of a salvage operation in the years just 
before the 2003 war, but it has been difficult to bring this one to a close because the colleague 
involved is a Palestinian, long a resident in Baghdad, who has not been able to obtain a visa to 
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